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SOUTH, QUIST STAR IN UM’S ‘ODYSSEY OF THE STARS 
MISSOULA-
Two ot Montana’s best-loved performers headline a spectacular inaugural event at The 
University of Montana.
Opera luminary Pamela Smith and country-western singer Rob Quist will join forces 
with UM’s top musical ensembles to present the “Odyssey of the Stars: A Celebration of 
Artistic Journeys” on Saturday, March 31.
The variety show will include everything from musical theater, rock and jazz to 
dazzling operatic pyrotechnics and a grand finale with more than 200 musicians. A benefit for 
the UM School of Fine Arts Scholarship Fund, the “Odyssey of the Stars” will begin at 7:30 
p.m. in the University Theatre.
Tickets are $25 general admission and $12.50 for students. They are available at all 
TIC-IT-E-Z outlets or by calling (406) 243-4051 or (888) MONTANA. Special $100 
sponsorships include two tickets and a dessert reception with the guest artists. For more 
information, call (406) 243-4970.
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Quist and South, both UM music alumni, will share the stage with the University’s Big 
Sky Singers, Choir, Chamber Chorale, Festival Brass, Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Symphony 
Orchestra, Jazz Band I and Islanders Steel Band.
Also planned are a theatrical presentation from the musical ‘‘Sweeney Todd,” 
performed by the UM drama department cast, and a student art exhibit in the theater’s rotunda. 
Missoula Children’s Theatre director Jim Caron will serve as the evening’s master of 
ceremonies.
South, a native of Salmon, Idaho, left UM for the stages of the world’s great opera 
companies, beginning her career with the San Francisco Opera. While in Montana, the former 
rodeo queen performed in many musical theater and opera productions and sang country- 
western music at local venues.
The New York Times described South as a “strong, sure and ... compelling actress 
with nothing short of vocal brilliance.” London’s Sunday Times called her “an absolutely 
secure soprano with spine-tingling top C s.”
Quist is well-known as a founding member of the Mission Mountain Wood Band and 
for his performances with Great Northern. A third-generation Montanan, he grew up on a 
ranch on the Rocky Mountain Front. His credits include mainstream country, full symphony 
arrangements of his original compositions, national ad campaigns and musical scores for film 
and theater.
“I owe so much of my musical career to my wonderful experiences at U M ,” Quist said. 
“Not only will it be fitting to return the favor, but sharing the stage again with Pam South and 
the others will be a night I’ll treasure forever.”
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